respite. His was not a modulated speech, with pauses during
which the tension is relieved by a smile, or by laughter in
the hall.
He spoke of the enormous responsibility to the country
borne by plant breeders and agrobiologists. They were en-
trusted with the science of the procreation of the plant that
provided man's daily bread. Much was demanded of them.
They were constantly being asked: how much have you
done? Can you grow two ears where one grew before? The coun-
try is waiting! This must be understood and always remem-
bered. The people are waiting!
"I would not have entered into controversy with the late
lamented Johannsen andMendel, I have no relation with them;
but life compels me to do so."
He  denied that  there   were  any   "Lysenkoites."   There
were Michurinists;  there was  the  great Michurin    science.
He then went on to deal, point by point,  with the ques-
tions around which the fight in that hall had been raging for
seven days.
An order had been sent out not to plant one variety of
rye nearer than a kilometre from another. That order was
backed by the whole of Morganist "classical" ("of the bour-
geois class, that is," punned Lysenko without a smile), genet-
ics. Do what you like, but find that kilometre, otherwise,
you'll be prosecuted.
"I did not sleep whole nights, wondering whether this
was right.
"White and red poppies grow side by side. Nobody
troubles to put 'zones' between them. Nevertheless, the white
poppies produce white offspring and the red ones red. Does
not this show that no zones are needed? Does it not show that
with free pollination the plant chooses its pollen and does
oot cross indiscriminately? "
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